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To City Council
’ Investigation of the city’s building department was ordered
Tuesday after a report issued by M. D. McDonough, chief
.y ge:. codp!n " of the State’s Division of Housing, was read before the City
i . Bunday _an ursday | Council.

—and ‘Torrance Herald Slmpper: Reachk 100,000 Bll"el'l Hes 30 Cents r;:, m,:,":"" The report, drawn up after state investigations of a tract
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that the Council “review the
department’s needs and
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Council Field Hits -
Seven-as

Barring some 1dth hour -urprluq. the field ‘for the coming

Two File

d-ﬂkuforﬁnngnmwngatnnoontoday i
tos have filed formal nomination papers for the
m and the City Clerk and Clty Treasurer are

to-be about at

mnha-nw

p

MMMMW
Mys, Herma Tillin, 16014
Osage Ave.

Jack B, White, 4808 W. 178th

b 8
Petitions still out have been
obtained by Mrs. Pol!ynlm
Gracla, Council

harynn
City Clerk A. H. Bartlett and
City Treasurer lerlett V.

of the City of Torrance."

1k
poulbly amajor rgvlnlop .od'r
building codes to
new residents who are contribut-
ing to our growth, They are en.
titled to know, when they invest
their savings and their future in
the city, that they are getting
the best and:the most for their
money that is obtamable in the
country,

“It is. only through such as-
surance that we can expect our
city to grow with the resultant
prosperity that is indicative of
a healthy city.,

*It 18 to these ends that I
would expend my time and ef-
forts on election to the ecouncil

In announcing ' his candidacy
this week. Fleetwood said he was
seeking the office of City Coun-
cilman on' a plank of good,

Leech, both -official

for re-election, have no opposi-

tion at this point, and may be

unopposed. :
Issues ,

In addition to the two Council-
manic seats, and the Clerk and
Treasurer’s office, the city bal-

1gt will contain four bond propo-

honest,

“T'm’ just an ordlnnry worklng
guy who believes in good- gov-
ernment,” he stated.

Fleetwood - is' financial  secre-
tary ‘of thes Utility Workers
Union of America, Local 1320, is
married and has three children
two girls and one boy. He'is a

ew Petition Out
Another possible entry in the

World War II vet,
City Clerk Bartlett will file all
with ‘the County

‘race for city offices appe:
yesterday afterngon when Jess
W, Dean, of 1448 Post Ave., took
out a nominating petition at|
the City Hall, All petitions must
be filed by noon today.
sitions calling for funds to- build
a swimming pool, new civic cen-
ter, central fire station, and to
rehabilitate the city's park sys-
tem.

Also on the ballot as a result

of Tuesday night’'s Council ae-|

tion will be a charter amend-
ment straightening out the pro-
¢edures for Board of, Education
elections,

No changes in progedures for
the school board are embodied
in the amendment, it was ex-

plained. The wordlng of the city|

* charter in the amendment will
make it agree with the require:
ments of the State Education
Code.

petition was Jack White, who
turned' the document over to the
City Clerk . yesterday morning,

In filing his nomination yester-

vl ly, White released the following
fement:
ving been a resident of the

City of 'Torrance for several
years and watched with won-
drous eye its phenomenal
growth, I have become aware of
many problems which beset us,
A few of these seem to 8
out among others, such as the
need for more and better service
for the tax dollar; increased
lice and fire protection; &
balance between residential and
industrial growth and ‘an ever-
mindful eye toward efficlency
and economy in government,

“I certainly feel there is need

Latest to file his nominating|

Registrar of Voters ' Ben Hlte
this afternoon.

protect -the|
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Co. rel’lnery, 21000 ‘8. l‘txueroa

“hours

v

efinery,

nhurt

$10,000
n 0|I Fire

| .__An explosion and fire at :
night destroyed 'a gasolirie, cracking unit and serﬁﬁ:m

mmperlng from the plant ‘None, was injured,.« -
Two fire companie8 hurried to the scene at the.Sunset Oil

St., and }bx'ought the fire under!

operational procedure and meth-
ods of maintaining both office
and field records to avoid a
repetition of these conditions'in
the future.”

Conditions referred to in_the
recommendation were turned up
by representatives of the Divi-
sion of Housing and of the State
Contractors License Board which
were asked to investigate
charges by residents of the tract

d

the construction of homes
Crenshaw Gardens.

Building Department.
304 of the Code requires at least
four inspections during construc-
tion. Job Permit cards lack evi-

in ¢

Some comment is in order

relative to the records or‘lack of

psame as maintained by the
Section

lence of all four inspections; in

fact, some cards lack indication,
that ‘any inspections had been
mnde except the final inspection«

Department office

that ies and
violatioris of the California State
Housing Act and' the City Build«
ing Code existed in the construc-
tion of the dwellings.
. Read to Council
A~ generalized - report, listing
the' principal - code . . violations
found by the investigators, was
submitted to the city Tuesday,{
over the signature of John F.
Baxter, area supervisor for the
Division . of and was

q

a

mcords are’ apparently -

-inade-
uate, for: little or no. informa-

t:lon is available at City Hall in
e
that indicate what or how many
inspections were made.

“official permarent ' files”

Construction also differs from

that'.shown on the original ap-
proved

plans. No- evidence is
vailable in the Building Depart-

ment - office records to indicate
that such deviations had been

read by City Attorney James M.

Hall at Tuesday’s adjourned

meeting of the Council,

e he' - Couneil immediately

‘moved “that the report be re-
ferred to City Manager George

Stevens for lnvestlgatlon of ae

THE LAST WORD .+« A craze which may meep the entire
country js shown in its humble beginnings right at Hickory
Ave, and El Dorado St. in Torrance, Yes, it's a double garage

owned by what is obviously &’ two-car family,

Bill To Be

g,T was:— estlmated at|

labout  $10,000: The  $1,000,000

cracking unit was put ihto oper-
ation just last November and
was under construction for more
than a’ year before that.

The explosion ‘was heard for
blocks,- Flames, which shot 300|
feet ‘into the air, were visible|
for about five miles.

Refinery Superintendent Cecil
Squire ‘said that the fire was
caused wl\en a pipe pulled out
of a:header, releasing to the
e ‘crude oil under 600

City Told Leasing

Studied

The report that Torrance's appllcatlon for extension of leasing
powers on‘ Torrance Municipal Airport property from 25 to 50|
years had been placed on: the special session agenda of the Cali-
fornia Legislature was confirmed by telegram this week by As-
semblyman: Vincent Thomas, now in S8acramento,

Woman’s Sereams
Prevent Attack

An attempted rape was thwarted
Monday by a Torrance house-
wife whose' screams: drove off|

Ina to City
George = Stevens, Thomas con-
firmed the Herald's exclusive re-
port Sunday that the matter
would be on the agenda when

pounds pressure and at a tem-
perature of 900 degrees.'

The fire was eonfined .to the
heater ‘of ‘the unit, Squire said,
and ‘the- rest of the pla.nt 'was|
not damaged.

Steam from “smotherlng lines"|
built into the cracking unit help-
ed firemen douse the flames,

Twa -Los Angeles policemen|
who were patrolling the area

ed the fire to the San Pedro
station which, in turn, relayed
the call to the fire departments.

An estimated 5300 gallons of
oil burned before the two coun:

the session opened last
Assemblyman ~Thomas, who

ty fire he
blaze under control,

represents . Torrance and the
Harbor area in the Assembly,

said he would notify the clty
when ‘the bill was due to come

her ' police this|u,
week."

{ Mrvs., Blanche Hovis, 31, of]
1614 W, 213th St, told officers
that a young mnn with blond,

was walking along 218th 8t, at|
Bow Ave. .

'He knocked Her. to the pnvo-
ment ‘and’she 'began screaming,
she said, The attacker thunt»
ed “Stop screaming or I'llkill
you,” but ‘Mrs, Hovis continued|

up for i ion, City Attor:
ney James M. Hall plans to ap-
pear before the Legislature on
behalf of the measure,

Under the terms of the bill,
the city would be given nuthor-
ity to grant ground leases for
periods up-to 50 years instead
of the present 25 years. The
measure was sought by the city
when interest in part of the
goutheast section of the airport
was sought by developerl‘ for

Condemned ‘Red
Light’ Bandit’s
Father Dies Here

Whittier Serl Chessman, 61, fa-
ther of Carryl Chessman, the in-
famous “Red Light Bandit” who
is 'now in death row at San
Quentin, died suddenly Wednes-
day_ afternoon -at the home of
a

her erles and the young man

fled.
The victim wu tzul.ed for
at Harbor General Hos-

pital.

Moose Dance Nets $188
For March of Dimes Here

Thcmublmunﬂuln
Torrance |

Conner, postmaster. The money
'was the proceeds from  the

-lpomom dance for thel
March of Dimes on Jan, 30.

. WEATHER

e ol 20 Toreasie ‘pestoriay|
the Weather Bureau repoits, and
a few scattered showers are ex:
mmtod (today with little oluwm
tempergture, It will

bli; be cloudy most of the day.
with a high of about 63 and a

for greater of, and quite

tion.

Crane Bucket
Causes Death

Charles R, Page, b4, of 616 H.

mCamn Bt., was kmed Sunday|

afternoon at Berth 199, Wil

with lnoth;r man, who also died,

Page and King Perry, 52, of|
Redondo Beach, died shortly af-
ter being rescued from the wa-

mington, when a floating crane's|"oW
") 11-ton bucket crashed down upon
Clara the boat in which he was riding

friend,

Funeral rites for the father,
who died of a heart attack, are
pending at Stone and Myers
Mortuary, He was visiting Mrs,
Bsther Woodham, of 208756 Earl

when the unit exploded, report-|* *

JOHN A. EBBINGHOUSE
. Rotary President:Elect

Ebbinghouse
New Prexy of
Rotary Club

Selected to head the Torrance
Rotary . club in  an ‘election by
the Board of Directors this week
was John A, Ebbinghouse, plant
manager of the. American Rock
Wool plant "here !or the past
three years.

Ebpinghouse wilk uucceed Jack
Dabbs in the office on July 1.

Named to serve as vide-presi-
dent was A. E. Thompson, su-
perintendent of General Petro-
leum Refinery, and new mem-

. |contained in'the report appeared

“{plans .and that

mad
kbuilding de'pnth:ént.

by the Department,

as required by Section 302-a of
the Code. In most instances the.

{deviations—from—the approved
plans are in yxplatlon

of  the

We recommend the Council re-
Maw the Building Department’s
~and  operational

proce-

Most. serious . of chn

to .be the ‘allegation that con-
struction differs from that
shown on the original approved
in most in-
stances, the deviations from the
approved plans’are in violation
of the building code. i

dum and

ing, both office and field records
to avoid a repetition of these
conditions in the future,

Very truly yours,
DIVISION OF HOUSING *
M. J. McDONOUGH, CHIEF
John F. Baxter
Area Supervisor

‘'Two more are
presently under investigation by
the two State agencies and re-
ports on them are expected later
thls wfionth.

of Report

: ’l‘he complete text of the State
report issued here Tuesday fol-
lows:
Honorable City Council
City Hall
City of Torrance
Torrance, California
Gentlemen:

Representatives  of this: Divi-
sion and of the. State Contrac-
tors License Board "have, com-

Rumors of More
Steel Lay-Offs
Go Unconfirmed

Rumérl circulating among

workers of Columbia Steel yes-
terday that another 200 men
would be laid off t.hla week-end

pleted a t

and investigation of alleged ir-
regularities in construction and
possible violations of the Califor
nia State Housing Act and the
City Building Code in a portion
of the tract of dwellings known
as Crenshaw Gardens.

By way of review, the State
Housing Ant establishes  mini-
mum standards for dwellings

within cities, and, the: Legisla-
ture ~entrusted City Building
officials with the enforcement of
the construction features of the
‘Act. Clties are permltted under
Section 15158 of the Act 'to.im:
pose more restrictive roqulm
ments, which was done by the
City of Torrance with the ndop-
tion of 'the  Uniform' Building

received ‘no
officlals,

Local officlals of the plant

were unavailable for comment,
but a US, Steel spokesman in
Los Angeles said he had visited
the plant yesterday and knew
nothing . of the lay-off rumor.

Closing of the open hearth

furnaces last week for installa-

tion. of ‘new charging machines
resulted in the laying off of 170
men for about four weeks, as
was reported in the Herald Sun-

day.
Officials sald later that the.

Code 1949 Edition, in effect at
the time Crenshaw Gardens was
undey canglxvcll:;_n.

would be put into operation was .

bers of the Board of D
are Ebbinghouse, George Post,
Harry Harper, Tommy ’l‘homp
gon, Ray Larson, Don Hyde, Bob
Leech, (Bill Zoeller and Dabbs,
Who will automatically become a
member of the board when his
term expires in July,

have been placed wholly or m
part on filled ground without
evidence of sufficient soil eom-
paction, and footings have
been placed at 18inch

Ave,, prior to his death and had
been there just a few days.

His son is awaiting execution
at San Quentin for murder, A
novel that the condemned man
has been writing while in death
is just about ready for
publication, He earned his nick.
name

by flashing a red lllhtn

Delinquents and
Education Topies
Of TEAC Meeting

“Juvenile Delinquency and
will be

from his car before
ples in various lovers' lanes,
The father wu a ruldent of|
8280 Largo St, A

U (one of the toplu to be dis:

cussed at the .monthly lunch:
eon meeting of the Torrance llld

mum depth as required by 'the
Building - Code,
inadeq

(c) Fireplace chimneys lack
proper nnnhoun at vdlln( or

roof i
(@ qumnlluc or lmprop-
roof bracing. D

Uwr than
DG ALARIE " ace [ With ,e.,‘.'t‘t : :
i iy haidor o | landoy Declared

Ineligible at $C

rance High
(b) Fireplace tootln;l similarly |
uate, Spring

S

i

;E

B
resulting from walls improper-
ly framed and constructed.
Floor joists cmudh span and

Adyisory Cs

n Los
1s hu ouly surviving

Mother of Local Woman
Funeral services were held|

l(nmu for Florence Kathleen

Fichtenau, 47, mother of Mrs.

low of around 49.

LaVonne Rodgerson of
Ave,

ter where they were hurled| His son Monda
&hg bg:: hgm dropped = on|relative, &%& if “zgo"m
o 8t
operator, Joe Brog, enda s
55, ot San Pears, tod velice o Final Rites Held for B g e o g L
brake falled as he was tlonal school bosrd officials, by

the Board of Education, and an

for the coming school bond elec:
tion on March 6.

announeement of election detalls|

limits. Floor
llw: blookl:;l. ovem:nauon
and ‘supporting
() Linf ':l:. hugcru over ga

() Floor furnace vents lmprop-
erly ingtalled or supported
haphazardly, )
Attached ‘15 a 'list of UBC

(Uniform  Buildipg Code)

move with their boat.
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the coming football season, how.
Bec |even,



